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PEDIATRIC NEUROSURGEON RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD
FROM CHILDRENÕS MIRACLE NETWORK

Dr. Alan Cohen recognized at Children’s Miracle Awards for exceptional pediatric care

SALT LAKE CITY, UT (April 16, 2007) — Dr. Alan Cohen’s many professional titles, accolades and medical

achievements offer just the slightest hint at the larger-than-life man behind them. To recognize his

extraordinary contributions to pediatric care at Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio,

Cohen was presented a Children’s Miracle Achievement Award on April 3 in Orlando, Fla. The annual

Children’s Miracle Awards presented by Delta Air Lines is a special event that honors outstanding pediatric

caregivers at Children’s Miracle Network children’s hospitals throughout the United States.

As surgeon-in-chief and chief of pediatric neurological surgery at Rainbow Babies & Children’s

Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio, Dr Cohen is so much more than a renowned pediatric neurosurgeon. To the

children he treats for brain tumors and traumatic brain injuries he is known simply, and quite affectionately,

as “Big Al.”

From the kitschy Elvis lamps that flank the desk in his anything-but-stuffy office to the bejeweled

Elvis costume he dons each year to sing with his young patients, Cohen forms an instant bond with every

child he treats.

“On top of saving my life he is just fun,” said 12-year-old Margaret Stamm, who underwent

neurosurgery after a 30-pound light fixture fell two stories and fractured her skull. “He dresses up like Elvis

and makes everyone laugh. You can’t help but love Big Al.”

For all the smiles and laughter he brings to kids and parents facing serious medical challenges, Cohen

brings an even greater measure of surgical skill and innovation that saves children’s lives.
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“He saved our baby,” said John Long, whose daughter Ashley had a large tumor removed from the

base of her brain. “What more can you say? He is letting us walk out of here with a healthy child, which she

wasn’t when she came in.”

In addition to his many patients at Rainbow, Cohen also reaches out to children from all corners of

the world, providing his surgical services for free and working with numerous organizations to save the lives

of children who cannot get the treatment they need in their home countries.

“Once in a generation you get that one person who has that magical combination of ability, intelligence,

compassion, humility and a willingness to teach and share with others,” said Michael Robinson, whose son

David had a giant tumor removed from the center of his brain. “He really cares about every patient like his

own child. I would say we are blessed, but it is the kids who are blessed to get him.”

— 30 —

About Children's Miracle Network

Children's Miracle Network is a non-profit organization dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for
children’s hospitals across North America.  Each year the 170 Children's Miracle Network hospitals provide the finest medical care,
life-saving research and preventative education to help millions of kids overcome diseases and injuries of every kind.  To learn more
go to www.childrensmiraclenetwork.org.


